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Soichiro Honda Medal

CHARLES M. HEINEN

Conferral at the Honors Assembly, 1990 Winter Annual Meeting

THE SOICHIRO HONDA MEDAL recognizes an individual for an outstanding
achievement or a series of significant engineering contributions in developing
improvements in the field of personal transportation. This medal was
established in 1983 in recognition of Soichiro Honda’'s exemplary achievements

in the field of personal transportation.

CHARLES M. HEINEN, retired, Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, for his leadership and

outstanding promotion of automotjve air pollution control activities in the

automotive industry.

Mr. Heinen retired from Chrysler Corporation as director of research and
materials engineering after more than 40 years with the company. Following
his retirement, he consulted for several years as director of the Automotive

Research Group.

He began his career with Chrysler in 1934 as a stock handler while also

[
attending night school at the Chrysler Institute. Then from 1938 to 1942, he
attended the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, as a Walter P. Chrysler

Scholar where he earned B.S. and M.S. degrees in chemical engineering.

Following graduation, he worked on the Manhattan Project as a laboratory
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supervisor with the Chrysler Atomic Project until 1945. For the next several
years he was active in several materials fields, with particular emphasis on
fuels and lubricants. Later, as a materials engineer, he was responsible for
reclamation and waste disposal. .

In the 1950s studies of apparently clear vehicle exhaust revealed possible
environmental problems. Mr. Heinen’s work for Chrysler in this area led to
combustion studies, control devices, fuel economy efforts in light materials
and power rating devices, alternate engines such as turbines, electric motors,
and vehicles powered with hydrogen and alcohol. Nearly 100 of the 130 papers
he presented in his career were as a result of his work in this field. He
continued to work in this area as he rose from director of vehicle emissions

planning to director of emissions/fuel economy and materials engineering and

‘finally to director of research and materials engineering in 1978.

He was named a Fellow of the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) in 1980 for
his outstanding contributions in the field of automotive air-pollution control
and of the-American Society of Metals (ASM) in 1977 for his distinguished

contributions in the field of metals and materials.

" Mr. Heinen has served as director of the Coordinating Research Council (CRC).

and the Air Pollution Control Association, and he is also past chairTan of the
CRC Group on Combustion of Exhaust Gas, the SAE’s Fuels and Lubricants
Activity Committee and Engineering Material Council, and the Motor Vehicle
Manufacturers Association of the United States’ Air Quality Committee. He is

a member of the U.S. Chamber of Commerce Committee on the Environment, the ASM

Committee on Government and Public Affairs, and member and chairman of
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AW\) numerous committees dealing with fuels, lubricants, and standardization for

the American Society for Testing and Materials.
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